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entire life. "A city called Chicago, originally. Heard of it?".the glamour of berets and billycocks, panamas and turbans, cloches and calashes.."So does vitamin D
deficiency.".Celia waited for a few minutes to give anybody a chance to come back for something, then stepped from the shower, found the clothes that Veronica had left,
and spent a few minutes putting them on and lacing the boots. Her hair was already fled high from wearing the wig, but she spent a while studying the cap in the mirror and
making some adjustments before she considered herself passable. She was.Yuck. This was going to be worse than blood and mutilation..faintly like zinc and powdered
copper; Thursday, like fruitcake, which seemed to Leilani to be the most."No, I'm not. I'm going to talk about air-conditioning for.the conviction that change was coming and
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that it would be a change for the better..She wriggled closer and slid an arm across his chest. "Tell me about Earth. I've told you how I grew up. What was it like with
you?"."Intruder defenses primed and ready to activate."."Good." Sterm nodded approvingly. "I detect a cooperative disposition." He turned his face toward the Chironians. "I
take it that we are all beginning to understand one another.".IN THE ARMCHAIR, Noah Farrel talked past the point where he bothered to listen to himself.Kalens looked at
him calmly for a few seconds, then nodded. "Very well. I withdraw the statement and apologize.".The Assistant Deputy Director of Engineering at last sat back and
descended from his loftier plane of thought. "Ah, yes, Fallows." He gestured toward the screen he had been studying. "What do you know about this man Colman who's
trying to get himself out of the Army and into Engineering? The Deputy has received a copy of 'the transfer request filed with the Military and passed it along to me for
comment. It seems that this Colman has given your name as a reference. What do you know about him?" The inclined chin and the narrowing of the Gothic eyebrows were
asking silently why any self-respecting echelon-four engineering officer would associate with an infantry sergeant..He wheels around, facing the way that he came, ready to
brain the first of them with the juice container.."I lose again. He's just a selfish pig."."You sly bastard!" he exclaimed. "How long has this been going on?' Sirocco shrugged
and spread his hands in a way that could have meant anything. Then Colman grinned. "Well, what do you know? Anyhow-good luck.".to save herself, and this impotence
suggested that she might never find the wit, the courage, and the.At that moment Sirocco turned back another flap; Col~ man saw Anita's face inside the bag. It was white,
like marble, and waxy. He swallowed and stared woodenly. The Chironian's eyes flickered briefly across his face. "Someone you knew?'.The bitter coffee had grown cool.
Micky sipped it anyway. She was afraid that if she didn't drink it,.pyrotechnics.."Do you? Or is it that you are unable, yet, to accept it?" Celia forced as much coldness into
her voice as she could muster. "I don't like being told that I'm interested in protecting my own skin.".to throne or altar.."That's Jay. Jay, this is Bret--Bret Hanlon. He runs one
of the other platoons and teaches unarmed combat. Don't mess with him.".Everybody looked inquiringly at everybody else, but there was apparently nothing more to be
added for the moment. At last Colman rose to his feet. "Then I guess the sooner we get moving, the more chance we'll have of figuring out all the angles." The others in the
room got up by ones and twos from where they had been sitting. Colman, Lechat, Bernard, and Celia gathered by the door in preparation to leave, while the others moved
across to see them on their way, with Veronica clinging to Celia's arm..had three and only three possible permutations. It explained why leptons were "white" and did not
react to the strong force: There was only one possible permutation of UUU or EEE. And it explained why the electrical charges on quarks and leptons were equal: They
were carried by the same tweedles. Also, further studies of "tweedledynamics" enabled the first speculations about what had put the match to the Big Bang..Then
gunfire..Micky watched their guest take a long drink. "Don't try to fool me, mutant girl. You're not so cool that.Behind the truck, the highway remains deserted. The parallel
median lines, yellow in daylight, appear.And as she gazed, she discovered what the children were awaiting as it loomed nearer and more terrifying from afar. The realization
tightened her stomach. Even from fifteen years ago... it was she--for she had come with the Mayflower H. She knew then that the Chironians were at war, and that the war
would end only when they or those sent to conquer them had been eliminated. And in their first encounter, she had sensed the helplessness of her own kind. She felt it
again now, as the final veil of the artist's enigma fell away and revealed, behind the fear and the trepidation, a glimpse of something more powerful and more invincible than
ill the weapons of the Mayflower II combined. She was staring at her own extinction..cashier when you leave.".Colman frowned and shook his head with a sigh as he
thought about it. "But surely they wouldn't just hit it without any warning to anyone-not with all those people still up there," he insisted. "Wouldn't they say something first.. let
Sterm know what he's up against?".remarkably free of bitterness..Chang threw his cards down and leveled two black fingers across the table. "A Smith and Wesson beats
five aces." He grinned and stood up. "Everybody set for another drink?" A chorus of assent rose around the table, and Chang moved away to the bar on the far side of the
room..Otto shook his head. "If Earth is tearing itself apart, it ~ because its people allowed themselves to believe the same - self-fulfilling prophecies that you are asking us to
accept, Mr. Sterm. But we reject them. We need no more protection from you against the people in the EAP starship than they need from their Sterms to protect them
against us. We have no need of that kind of strength. Is it strength for neighbors to fortify their homes against each other, or is it paranoia? You must feel very insecure to
wish to fortify an entire star system." Sterm's mouth clamped into a grim, down turned line..about, so we talk around them.".plant food, in spite of the regular aeration of its
roots and periodic treatment with measured doses of.Or, at least, the three that lived with him. Adam had two more who lived with an earlier "roommate" named Pam in an
arctic scientific base of some kind in the far north of Selene. Adam's father lived there too; he'd separated from Kath several years earlier. Adam's present partner, Barbara,
had flown to the arctic base for a two week visit and had taken a daughter--hers but not Adam's --who lived with them in Franklin. Barbara also intended to see Pam and
Adam's other two children, as Pam and she were quite good friends. On Chiron, no institution comparable to marriage seemed to exist, and no social expectations of
monogamous or permanent relationships between individuals---or for that matter any expectations for them to conform to any behavior pattern at all..sand and the faint
alkaline fragrance of the hardy plants that grow in parched lands.."Thank you, Ms. Donella. You're as wonderful as I just knew you were when I first saw you.".wasn't hiding
the booze from Geneva; her aunt knew that she enjoyed a drink before bed? and that she.approaches to social problems, while marriage to this woman lent him class,
respectability. For a.In the closet: no Mom, no puke, no blood, no hidden passageway leading to a magical kingdom where.With the thumb on her deformed hand, Leilani
gestured toward Geneva, and said to Micky, "She's an.When not cataleptic, she could dress and feed herself, though she appeared mildly bemused, as if not."Evidently so.
I think I'll buy me a girl cat and call her Mr. Rover.".Baldwin is a more believable villain than hero.".night..A hand was trying to shake Colman out of the grave that he had
been lying in for a thousand years. "Sarge, wake up," the Voice of Judgment boomed from above, sounding uncannily like Stanislau. "Hanlon wants you over at the main
gate.".For bleak periods of her life, she'd been unable to entertain enough optimism to believe anyone might be.engaging in dangerous exploits and heroic deeds..purple
beams through black tides of incoming night..It was in the last part that Chiron physics had followed a different mute. The Chironians had taken the remarkable step of
extending the equivalence of mass and energy to embrace spacetime itself: All three were merely different expressions of the same "thing." A shock wave forming inside
the primordial domain of tweedlestuff, they had discovered, could create an energy gradient sufficient to "tear apart" an element of composite spacetime and decompose it
into its familiar dimensions of space and time, in which the laws of physics as commonly understood could come into being. Thus the Chironians had found a cause for the
discontinuity that terrestrial scientists had been obliged to postulate arbitrarily..What had surprised him even more was the quality of everything they had provided. The
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closets, drawers, and vanity that formed one wall of the room by the entrance to the bathroom were old-fashioned in style, but built from real, fine-grained wood, expertly
carved. The doors 'and drawers fitted perfectly and moved to the touch of a finger. The fabrics and drapes were soft and intricately woven rather than having been patterned
by laser impregnation; the carpets were of an organic self-cleaning, self regenerating fiber that felt like twentieth-century Wilton or Axminster; the bathroom fittings were
molded from a metallic glazed crystal that glowed with a faint internal fluorescence; the heating and environmental system were noiseless. On Earth the place would have
cost a hundred thousand at least, he reflected. He wasn't sure if the Chironians still owned the complex and had leased it to the Mission for some' period, or what, but the
letter from Merrick assigning him to quarters allocated on the surface hadn't mentioned rental payments. In his eagerness to get down from the Mayflower II, Fallows, after
some moments of hesitation, had decided not to ask..Leilani's pyrotechnic imagination, she used the only name that she knew: "Sinsemilla?".believe his cockamamie story
about Luki being levitated to the mother ship. The aliens sometimes abduct.Bernard nodded. "Okay. We'll see you later then. Maybe you'd better leave that stuff here for
now, Jay. If things turn out to be not quite the way you said, it might be a good idea not to go carrying it around.".In a secluded wing high up in one of the towers of the
Government Center, a white-jacketed steward, who had emigrated to America from London in his youth and had been recruited for the Mission as a result of a computer
error, whistled tunelessly through his teeth while he wheeled a meal trolley stacked with used dishes toward the small catering facility that supplied food and refreshments
for the conferences, meetings, and other functions held in that part of the complex. He didn't know what to make of the latest goings-on, and didn't care all that much about
them, for that matter, either. It was all the same to him. First Wellesley was in, and they wanted twelve portions of chicken salad and dessert; then Wellesley was out and
Sterm was in, and they wanted twelve portions of chicken salad and dessert. It didn't make any difference to him who-.Two big SUVs, modified for police use, with racks of
rotating red and blue emergency beacons on their.shame. And though she had never expected to speak to another human being about those years of ordeal.Lechat
nodded and seemed satisfied. "That gets us up there," he said. "Now what about getting into the Communications Center?".disappoint me. I thought you were a good boy, a
nice boy, not a smart aleck.".Cliff Waiters would never have gotten himself into a stupid situation like that. So what if Walters did sometimes turn a blind eye to little things
that didn't matter anyway? Walters was a lot smarter when it came to the things that did matter. So much for Fallows, the smartass kid shuttling up from Arizonian to save
the universe, who still hadn't learned how to keep his nose clean. Cliff Waiters had earned every pip of his promotions, Fallows conceded as part of his self-imposed
penance; and he had earned every year of being a nonentity on Chiron that lay ahead'. Someday, maybe, he'd learn to listen to Jean..His debut into life had been very
different. The war had left his parents afflicted by genetic damage, and their first two children had not survived infancy. Aging prematurely from side effects, they had known
they would never see Chiron when they brought him aboard the Mayflower II as a boy of eight and sacrificed the few more years that they might have spent on Earth in
order' to give him a new start somewhere else. Paradoxically, their health had qualified them favorably in their application to join the Mission since the planning had called
for the inclusion of older people and higher-risk actuarial categories among the population to make room for the births that would be occurring later. A dynamic population
had been deemed desirable, and the measures taken to achieve it had seemed callous to some, but had been necessary..you want to nitpick my figures, and it didn't help
her any way whatsoever, though the feedback of lunacy.The other members of Red section in the row of seats to the left of him and those of Blue section sitting with Hanlon
and Sirocco in the row ahead were strangely silent as they watched the screen where the bright half-disk of Chiron hung in the background: the first real-time view of a
planet that some of them had ever seen. Farther back along the cabin, reflecting the planned order of emergence, General Portney was sitting in the center of a group of
brass-bedecked senior officers, and behind them Amery Farnhill was tense and dry-lipped among his retinue of civilian diplomatic staff and assistants. In the rear, the SD
troops were grim and silent in steel helmets and combat uniforms festooned with grenades, propping their machine rifles and assault cannon between their
knees..expectancy..many years ago..one kind or another, all the move-along type, because if they didn't move along, the local cops would've.As the Chironian and his son
climbed into the ground car on the street side, the woman's eyes met Colman's for an instant. There was no malice in them. "I know," she said through the window. "You've
got a job that you have to do for a little while longer. Don't worry about it. We can use the vacation We'll be back." Colman managed the shadow of a grin. Seconds later the
truck moved away, the robot sitting in the rear, and the groundcar followed, two wistful."I've heard about you." It could only have been from the Chironians he had talked
with earlier. Why would they mention his name to her? Who was she? She came nearer and smiled. "My name is Kath. I have some connection with the technical aspects
of what goes on here. From what I've heard, I'd imagine you'd find this an interesting place. Perhaps when you've some free time, you'd like to meet some of the people
here. If you like, I could mention it to them."."Exactly what I was thinking," Wellesley commented, nodding. "And you have to remember that our own people are starting to
get restless up here now that their fears have receded. After twenty years, we can't keep them cooped up in the Mayflower II much longer without any obvious reason.
They've got accommodations prepared by the space-base at Franklin. I'm inclined to say we should start moving the first batches down. For all we know, the Chironian
government may have gone into hiding because they're nervous about our intentions. It might be a good way of enticing them to come out again.".The discussion continued
for a while longer without making any further headway, but Kalens seemed more thoughtful and less insistent. Eventually the others left, and Fulmire sat for a long time
staring with a troubled expression at his desk. At last he activated the terminal by his chair, which he had switched off earlier in response to Kalens's request for "one or two
informal opinions that I would rather not be committed to record.".unreal as a funhouse, and yet repeatedly she had encountered reflections of herself so
excruciatingly.Besides, there's no time to pick and choose. As those SWAT agents help their more conventional.An SD sergeant interrupted from behind Lesley. "They're
here sir. Carriers coming through the lock." They looked round to find the first vehicles crammed with troops, many of them in suits, and weaponry slowing down as they
passed through the space between the lock doors, and then speeding up again without stopping as they were waved on through. More followed, their occupants looking
formidable and determined, and Lesley gave orders for them to be directed between the remaining three feeder ramps to get close to the Battle Module at all four of its
access points..The man grumbles, turns on his side . . . but doesn't wake..A synchronizing computer issued commands, and the accelerator rings discharged tangentially
into the shaft in sequence to send a concentrated beam of instant annihilation streaking out into space through giant deflection coils controlled by data from the Chironian
tracking satellites..Bernard acknowledged with a nod and leaned forward to speak in a low voice to the face that had appeared on an auxiliary screen. "This is urgent,
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Admiral. Make sure that all the sky-roof outer shutters are closed immediately.".Donella wrinkles her nose. This is virtually the only part of her face that she can wrinkle,
because.Maybe they aren't sure if he's his mother's son or some other woman's child. Maybe he could fake them."Do you want us to have to drag you there?".He stopped
for a moment to stare out through the window while he collected his thoughts. Then he wheeled back to look first at Jean and then at Bernard, who was listening from the
sofa below the wall screen. "Anyway I know a lot of people think the way Jean does, but we could still get anti-Chironian reactions from many elements. That's what worries
me. But if we set up a liberal civil administration here now, while the opportunity presents itself, I think there's a good chance that Wellesley might accept it as a fait
accompli, even if he does declare an emergency, and go along with us when he recognizes the inevitable- which I suspect he might be beginning to do already. That would
give everybody a new tomorrow to wake up to, and they'd soon forget this whole business. But there isn't much time. That's why I skipped the meeting. Now you two can
help, pretty much in the ways we've discussed. What I'd like you to do first is-" The call tone from Lechat's compad interrupted. He looked down Instinctively at the breast
pocket of his jacket. "Excuse me for a moment.".By creating the Circle of Friends, he wove an image as a compassionate thinker with innovative.The girl put down the
beer?on the far side of her plate, out of Micky's reach. Her manner was casual,.The communicator at his belt signaled a call from Sirocco, who, with Hanlon and a couple of
the others, was taking a break inside the Chironian transporter that had flown from Canaveral. "How's it going?" Sirocco inquired when Colman answered. "Are the troops
mutinying yet?".Sirocco marched smartly through the connecting ramp into the Kuan-yin, where he stepped to the left and snapped to attention while Colman and Hanlon
led the guard sections by with rifles sloped precisely on shoulders, free hands swinging crisply_. as if attached by invisible wires, and boots crashing in unison on the steel
floor plates. They fanned out into columns and drew up to halt in lines exactly aligned with the sides of the doorway. Behind them the officers emerged four abreast and
divided into two groups to follow Colonel Wesserman to the left and General Portney to the fight..In a crouch, he crosses the roof to the brink. When he looks back again,
the mutt whines beseechingly."Not exactly like," the driving machine disagrees. "Old Yeller was a male. This lovely black-and-white.A lopsided smile tugged at the right
corner of the girl's mouth, and unmistakable merriment enlivened her.The beer provided icy solace. "How do you stay so upbeat?".Just then, the door opened noisily, and
several loud voices drowned out the conversations in the coffee shop. Colman recognized three faces from B Company, Padawski--a tall, wiry sergeant with harsh,. thin lips
and hard, bleek eyes set in a long, swarthy face---and two corporals whose names didn't come immediately to mind. They had been drinking, and Padawski could be mean
at the best of times. Colman's earlier friendship with Anita had developed at a time when she had taken to staying close to Colman and Hanlon because Padawski had been
pestering her. Colman could look after himself when the need arose, and Hanlon, besides being the sergeant in charge of Second Platoon, was a hand-to-hand combat
instructor for the whole of D Company, and good. The combination had.Colman snorted derisively. "You call that fun?"
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