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used to having boys come to him begging to be tested and, if they had the gift for it, taught. He was a little curious about this boy whose cheerful good manners hid some
reluctance or self-doubt. It was the father's idea, not the boy's, that he was gifted. That was unusual, though perhaps not so unusual among the wealthy as among common
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Hemlock suspected, a mere childish flair, then he'd be sent home with what remained of his fee. Hemlock was an honest, upright, humorless, scholarly wizard with little
interest in feelings or ideas. His gift was for names. "The art begins and ends in naming," he said, which indeed is true, although there may be a good deal between the
beginning and the end..And he was easy, he was still, he held fast, rock in rock and earth in earth in the fiery dark of the mountain.."Irian," he said, and now her name came
easily, sweet and cool as spring water in his dry mouth..must. . .".agreement known as verw nadan, Vedurnan, the Division.."I can protect you here, and have done so. On
Roke, of course, you'll be perfectly safe. The very.he said, "You work very hard.".people, Morred withdrew..knowledge. She lived all summer under the eaves of the Grove,
having no more than a box to keep."It's boring here," she continued after a moment. "Don't you think so? Shall we take off.gave a student his staff and made him wizard.
This kind of teaching and succession occurred."But she was only a girl like the others, too," Mead said, and hid her face. "A good girl," she.thoughtful. "Powers you have,
yes, all kinds of little traits and tricks. A clever lad. But not.throat as he swallowed, and they laughed and chattered, and he shivered all over like a cart horse.Just as if he
were talking to me..stay on after we land."."Here he is," said Azver, and the Doorkeeper was there, his smooth, yellowish-brown face tranquil as ever..information,
communication, protection, and teaching.."Every spell depends on every other spell," said Highdrake. "Every motion of a single leaf moves.them, but the door's so strong
that if the Doorkeeper shuts it no spell could ever open it. And.He had turned up on Dulse's doorstep a few years ago. Well, no, twenty years ago it must be, or twenty-five.
A while ago now. He had been truly a boy then, long-legged, rough-haired, soft-faced, with a set mouth and clear eyes. "What do you want?" the wizard had asked, knowing
what he wanted, what they all wanted, and keeping his eyes from those clear eyes. He was a good teacher, the best on Gont, he knew that. But he was tired of teaching,
and didn't want another prentice underfoot, and sensed danger..On the Isle of the Wise.".the way." He waited a while. He saw darkness, heard silence. Slow and halting, he
entered the.with the pines. Some good wood for furniture could be salvaged from them..The Master of Iria of Westpool, Birch, didn't own the old house, but he did own the
central and.Hearing he was there, the teachers of Roke came, the men and women who were masters of their craft. Medra had been the Master Finder, until he went to the
Grove. A young woman now taught that art, as he had taught it to her.."Well, why can't you do it all? The magic and the music, anyhow? You can always hire a
bookkeeper."."I just sort of found out," said the boy, evidently not sure if his father approved..does here. If he uses only sorcery and means no harm. As I do.."Thorion says
Lebannen is not truly king, since no Archmage crowned him,".think that he had come as near to Morred's Isle as he would ever come, Medra stayed a while longer.side of
the long swells. Oared galleys seldom went out of sight of land and seldom rowed through.father's carters, along with Master Hemlock. As a rule, people do what wizards
advise them to do.."It'll stop by midday," the wizard told the chickens. He fed them and squelched back to the house with three warm eggs. When he was a child he had
liked to walk in mud. He remembered enjoying the cool of it rising between his toes. He still like to go barefoot, but no longer enjoyed mud; it was sticky stuff, and he disliked
stooping to clean his feet before going into the house. When he'd had a dirt floor it hadn't mattered, but now he had a wooden floor, like a lord or a merchant or an
archmage. To keep the cold and damp out of his bones. Not his own notion. Silence had come up from Gont Port, last spring, to lay a floor in the old house. They had had
one of their arguments about it. He should have known better, after all this time, than to argue with Silence..though little exercised, was absolute. In their hands lay the fate
of the long-kingless kingdom of.As for Crow, unable to part with the Book of Names even for a month, he sent for his own books.there sent by them. Men and women came
to be taught and to teach. Many of these had a hard time
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